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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

inventor : GRAFF, Richard A.

Serial No.

Filed : 1 September 1998
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CONTINGENT INTERESTS IN PROPERTY

Group Art Unit

Examiner

Honorable Commissioner of Patents
and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

ASSIGNMENT OF INVENTION

SIR:

WHEREAS, I, the undersigned am the sole inventor of the subject matter
described in the above-referenced patent application; and

WHEREAS, Graff/Ross Holdings (hereinafter, the “Assignee”), a
partnership organized under the laws of the State of lllinois having an address at 400
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60611, has an acknowledged right to the entire
right, title, and interest to the patent application, the invention rights therein, and any
applications related thereto;

NOW, THEREFORE, for consideration reflected in a written agreement
executed on 16 April 1998 between the undersigned inventor, Graff/Ross Holdings,
Electrum Partners L.L.C., KC ABBE Holdings L.L.C., and Bilger Corporation, | hereby

acknowledge that | have sold, assigned, transferred, and set over, and by these presents
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do hereby sell, assign, transfer, and set over, unto the Assignee, its successors, and
assigns, the entire right, title and interest in, to, and under any and all inventions
disclosed or described in the above-identified patent application and any and all rights
thereto, including the above-identified patent application and any and all United States
patents which may be granted pursuant thereto, as well as any reissues or reexamination
patent(s); and | hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks of the United States to issue all Letters Patent for said invention to the
Assignee its successors, and assigns, in accordance with the terms of this instrument;

AND 1 HEREBY covenant that | have full right to convey the entire interest
assigned, and that | have not executed, and will not execute, any agreement in conflict
herewith;

THIS ASSIGNMENT of Invention is the entire agreement as to its subject
matter. If any portion of this Assignment of Invention is determined to be invalid, illegal,
or unenforceable under any present or future law by the final judgment of any court of
competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Assignment of Invention shall not be effected
thereby. It is the intention of the undersigned that if any portion of this Assignment of
Invention is determined to be invalid, a portion as similar in terms to such portion as is
possible to be legal, valid, and enforceable shall be added in lieu thereof.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we respectively hereunto set hands and

seals on the day and year set opposite my signature.
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