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ASSIGNMENT OF PATENT APPLICATION

I. John D. Tensen, in consideration of recognition and appreciation for my contribution to
improvements in Vern Hinkle’s invention, but, at my specific request, no financial or monetary
consideration, agree to assign, and hereby do assign, transfer and set over to Vernon W. Hinkle,
an individual doing business as Vern Hinkle Company, whose address is 2418 Bishop Circle,
Caldwell. ID 83605 (hereinafter designated as the Assignee), the entire right, title and interest in
and to the invention known as “Manhole Collar Assembly and Method with Trimming Step”, for
which the undersigned has executed an application for patent in the United States of America on

December 8, 1389and which application has been filed in the United States Patent and
Trademark Office on October 15, 1998 and given Serial No. 09/173,148 and for which a PCT
(Patent Cooperation Treatry) patent application is to be filed on about December 11, 1998 (actual
filing date_ Dec. 11, 1998 andPCT Serial NoPCT/US 98/26536 ). (I hereby give the
office of Pedersen & Company, PLLC permission to fill in the date of execution, the filing date,
and the serial number, when known.)

1) Tagree 10 execute all papers necessary or convenient in connection with each
application to protect the invention, and any continuation, continuation-in-part, or divisional
applications thereof, and also to execute separate assignments in connection with such
applications as the Assignee may deem necessary or expedient.

2) I agree to execute all papers necessary or convenient in connection with any
interference which may be declared concerning any application relating to the invention, or any
continuation. continuation-in-part, or division thereof, and to cooperate with the Assignee in
every way possible in obtaining evidence and going forward with any such interference.

3) Tagree to execute all papers and documents and perform any act which may be
necessary or convenient in connection with claims or provisions of foreign patent offices,
including those operating under the International Convention for Protection of Industrial Property
or similar treaties or agreements.

4) I agree to perform all affirmative acts, such as making statements, declarations or
affidavits relating to patent applications or patents, or testifying at depositions, trials, or other
Patent Office or Court proceedings relating to patent applications or patents, which may be
necessary or convenient to obtain grants of valid patents to the Assignee relating to the invention.

5) I hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, and all
equivalent foreign patent office officials. to issue any and all Letters Patents resulting from said
applications or any continuation, continuation-in-part, or divisional applications thereof, to the
said Assignee. as Assignee of the entire interest, and hereby covenant that I have full right to
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convey the entire interest herein assigned, and that I have not executed, and will not execute. any
agreement in conflict herewith.

6) 1 hereby grant the Assignee and its duly authorized representatives the power to insert
on this Assignment any further identification which may be necessary or desirable in order to
comply with the rules of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, and any equivalent
foreign patent office, for recordation of this document.
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