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Exhibit A

ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS, 1, Mary Tackbary, of Elmhurst, Illinois, am one of the inventors and the
owner of tl_ue entire right, title and interest to certain inventions relating to computer software
'for generating, storing, printing and sending greeting cards and the like (the “Inventions”)
including the following Patents and Patent Applications:

United States Patent 5,555,496

United States Patent Application Serial No. 709,573

United States Patent Application filed on April 20, 1999 as a continuation of Patent
Application Serial No. 709,573

Australian Patent Application Serial No. AU 9526361 (Now Patent No. AU 682969)
Canadian Patent Office Application Serial No. CA 2189739

European Patent Office Patent Application Serial No. EP 760983

PCT Application WO 9530961 '

WHEREAS, a copy of the prior assignment of certain inventions relating to computer
software for generating, storing, printing and sending greeting cards and the like including the
above Patents and Patent Applications is attached hereto as Exhibit 1;

WHEREAS, Hallmark Cards, Incorporated, of 2501 McGee Trafficway, Kansas City,
Missouri 64108 (hereinafter referred to as Assignee), is desirous of acquiring the entire
domestic and foreign right, title and interest in and under the Inventions described in the
above listed patents and patent applications.

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable considerations, the receipt and sufficiency
of which are hereby acknowledged, I assign and transfer to the Assignee and the Assignee’s
legal representatives, successors and assigns the full and exclusive rights in and to the
Inventions in the United States and every foreign country and the entire right, title and
interest in and to the patents and patent applications listed above and other such applications
(e.g., provisional applications, non-provisional applications, continuations, continuations-in-
part, divisionals, reissues, renewals, and extensions) that may be filed in the United States and
every foreign country on the Inventions, and the patents or extensions thereof, both foreign
and domestic, that may issue thereon, and I do hereby authorize and request the
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue United States patents to the above-
mentioned Assignee agreeably with the terms of this assignment document.

UPON SAID CONSIDERATION, I convey to the Assignee the right to make
application in its.own behalf for protection of the Inventions in countries foreign to the United
States and to claim under the International Convention and/or other international arrangement
for any such application the date of the United States application (or any other application on
the Inventions) to gain priority with respect to other applications.
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"1 DO HEREBY COVENANT and agree with the Assignee that I warrant that Assignee
will have good and sole title to the rights assigned herein and that I will not execute any
writing or do any act whatsoever conflicting with the terms of this assignment document set
forth herein, and that I will at any time upon request, without further or additional
consideration, except as otherwise specifically agreed in writing by Assignee, but at the
expense of the Assignee, execute such additional assignments and other writings and do such
additional acts as the Assignee may deem necessary or desirable to perfect the Assignee’s
enjoyment of this assignment, and render all necessary assistance in making application for
and obtaining original, continuation, continuation-in-part, divisional, reissued, renewal, or
extended patents of the United States or of any and all foreign countries on the Inventions,
and in enforcing any rights or choses in action accruing as a result of such applications or
patents, and by executing statements and other affidavits, it being understood that the
foregoing covenant and agreement shall bind, and inure to the bencfit of, the assigns and legal
representatives of all parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, we have hereunder set our hands on the dates shown

below.

Date:_Qugust 4, 1999 Hosa, Foakbary —

Mary Ta:ﬂ(bary O

STATE OF /ZL /Aot S )
) ss:

COUNTY OF Coo K )

On this _ﬁ[_ day of 4/@5( , 1999, before me, a Notary Public in and for said
county, appeared Mary Tackbary, who is personally known to me to be the same person
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing assignment document, and acknowledged that she
signed and delivered the document as her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes

therein set forth.

Nptary Public

(SEAL)
‘ . OFFICIAL SEAL
My Commission Expires: STUART SMITH

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 11/03/01
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ACCEPTED:

HALLMARK CARDS, INCORPORATED

Date: A "‘j oot C(/ (299 By@((, %W

Pf/tedName Jua/ A dUmWCu"&/
Title: 1'/’(6’ PTC"%'M

STATE OF MISSOURI )
) ss:
COUNTY OF JACKSON )

On}'l day of ﬁ g "°7L 1999, before me, a Notary Public in and for said county,
appeared “d ih b ‘1 Walbe who is personally known to me to be the same person whose name

is subscribed to the foregoing assignment document, and acknowledged that he/she signed and
delivered the document as his/her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth.

Q&*%Mw

Notary Public

(SEAL)

My Commission Expires:
CANDIE LYNNE GIBK

mmm

My Commission Bxpls June 14,
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WHEREAS, Dan Friedrich, a citizen of the United States of Ametica, residing at 5526
South Cornell Avenue, Apt. #2, Chicago, Iilinois 60637 hereinafier referred to as ASSIGNOR, ' - B

has invented apd owns a eertain investion entitled: _ - -
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR COMMUNICATING WITH . X :
A CARD DISTRIBUTION CENTER FOR SELECTING, ORDERING, '
AND SENDING SOCIAL EXPRESSION CARDS. L
Sor which applicatian for Letters Patent of the United States has been filed on May _ €, 1994, = 7.
WHEREAS, Mary Thomasma Tackbary, 2 citizen of the United States of America o7
residing et 2880 Orange Brace, Riverwoodz, Tllinois 60015, hereinafter referred o &g -
ASSIGNER, is desirous of acquiring the entire jnterest in, 10 snd undar gaid invention aad the B
United States Letters Patent to be obtained therefor: ‘
NOW, THEREFORE, TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
. Be it known that in consideration of the payment by ASSIGNEE TO ASSIGNOR, of -
the sum of One DoRar ($1.00), the receipt of which is bereby scknowledged;’ and for other _
goad gnd vatusble considetation, ASSIGNOR. heteby sclls, asqigns and transfers to ASSIGNEE s

the foll snd exclusive right, title and interest to said invention and sll Letters Patent of the
United States ta be obtained therefor on said spplication or any continuation, division, raewal,

ASSIGNOR also nasigns all of their right, title and interest in snd o said fnvention in . ., .. 5
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ASSIGNOR further covesants that ASSIONEE will wpon its request, be provided . '
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T hereby ccrtify that Dan Friedrich before me personally appeared and scknowledged that the
v foregoing Assi wes i sealed and delivered by him as his free ead voluntary .- °
act on this of .1997P A
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