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Exhibit A -

ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS, 1, Mary Tackbary, of Elmhurst, Illinois, am one of the inventors and the
owner of the entire right, title and interest to certain inventions relating to computer software
for generating, storing, printing and sending greeting cards and the like (the “Inventions™).
including the following Patents and Patent Applications: '

United States Patent 5,555,496

United States Patent Application Serial No. 709,573

United States Patent Application filed on April 20, 1999 as a continuation of Patent
Application Serial No. 709,573

Australian Patent Application Serial No. AU 9526361 (Now Patent No. AU 682969)
Canadian Patent Office Application Serial No. CA 2189739

European Patent Office Patent Application Serial No. EP 760983

PCT Application WO 9530961

WHEREAS, a copy of the prior assignment of certain inventions relating to computer
software for generating, storing, printing and sending greeting cards and the like including the
above Patents and Patent Applications is attached hereto as Exhibit 1;

WHEREAS, Hallmark Cards, Incorporated, of 2501 McGee Trafficway, Kansas City,
Missouri 64108 (hereinafter referred to as Assignee), is desirous of acquiring the entire
domestic and foreign right, title and interest in and under the Inventions described in the
above listed patents and patent applications.

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable considerations, the receipt and sufficiency
of which are hereby acknowledged, 1 assign and transfer to the Assignee and the Assignee’s
legal representatives, successors and assigns the full and exclusive rights in and to the
Inventions in the United States and every foreign country and the entire right, title and
interest in and to the patents and patent applications listed above and other such applications
(e.g., provisional applications, non-provisional applications, continuations, continuations-in-
part, divisionals, reissues, renewals, and extensions) that may be filed in the United States and
every foreign country on the Inventions, and the patents or extensions thereof, both foreign
and domestic, that may issue thereon, and I do hereby authorize and request the
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue United States patents to the above-
mentioned Assignee agreeably with the terms of this assignment document.

UPON SAID CONSIDERATION, I convey to the Assignee the right to make
application in its.own behalf for protection of the Inventions in countries foreign to the United
States and to claim under the International Convention and/or other international arrangement
for any such application the date of the United States application (or any other application on
the Inventions) to gain priority with respect to other applications.
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I DO HEREBY COVENANT and agree with the Assignee that ] warrant that Assignee
will have good and sole title to the rights assigned herein and that I will not execute any
writing or do any act whatsoever conflicting with the terms of this assignment document set
forth herein, and that I will at any time upon request, without further or additional
consideration, except as otherwise specifically agreed in writing by Assignee, but at the
expense of the Assignee, execute such additional assignments and other writings and do such
additional acts as the Assignee may deem necessary or desirable to perfect the Assignee’s
enjoyment of this assignment, and render all necessary assistance in making application for
and obtaining original, continuation, continuation-in-part, divisional, reissued, renewal, or-
extended patents of the United States or of any and all foreign countries on the Inventions,
and in enforcing any rights or choses in action accruing as a result of such applications or
patents, and by executing statements and other affidavits, it being understood that the
foregoing covenant and agreement shall bind, and inure to the benefit of, the assigns and legal
representatives of all parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, we have hereunder set our hands on the dates shown
below.

Date: Cluaus& 4, 1939 Hors, Goelbary —

Mary Tadkbary d

STATE OF /LL /A1 S )
) ss:
COUNTY OF Coo K )

On this _i day of 4/61/4( , 1999, before me, a Notary Public in and for said
county, appeared Mary Tackbary, who is personally known to me to be the same person
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing assignment document, and acknowledged that she
signed and delivered the document as her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes
therein set forth. I

/ '

Nptary Public

(SEAL)

- . OFFICIAL SEAL
My Commission Expires: STUART SMITH

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 11/03/01
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ACCEPTED:

HAILLMARK CARDS, INCORPORATED

S wgudt 9, 1477 B@MM
F/Fin/tedNarne: jud’“ é(/m‘fq/w k
Title: Vice /orcos;a&«)"

STATE OF MISSOURI )
) ss:
COUNTY OF JACKSON )

On%is ;% day of }4 Uj "97,"1999, before me, a Notary Public in and for said county,
“Aivh

appeared -litéfa~ who is personally known to me to be the same person whose name
1s subscribed to the foregoing assignment document, and acknowledged that he/she signed and
delivered the document as his/her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth.

(i s Skt

Notary Public O
(SEAL)
My Commission Expires:
CANDIE LYNNE 98K
< L
My Corrynission Sl June 14,
3
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ASSIGNMENT.

WHEREAS, Dan Friedrich, a citizen of the Upited States of America, residing a1 5526 )
South Camell Aveaue, Apt. #2, Chicago, meBGOB’IMMMMASSKNOR, PR
has invemted aud owns & certain investion entitled: TR

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR COMMUNICATING WITH . R
: A CARD DISTRIBUTION CENTER FOR SELECTING, ORDERING, ©OUVR
o AND SENDING SOCIAL EXPRESSION CARDS. S

for which application for Leticrs Patcnt of the Unlted States has becn Sled cu May _ &, 1994; .+ 7.
and ) -

) WHEREAS, Mary Thomasma Tackbary, a citizen of the United Statzs of America

. mdmgatzssa&mgeﬂme.mmwwds.mmoismli.kumdhrﬁumdmu
ASSIGNEE, is desirous of soquiring the extire interest in, 10 and under said jnvention and the
United States Letters Patent to be obtained therefor:

NOW, THEREFORE, TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

e : Be it known that in consideration of the payment by ASSIGNEE TO ASSIGNOR. of
' hmd&:%ﬁl%hm@!ﬁﬂ&uhﬁya&mwﬂgﬁ,mﬂfmm
goad apd vahuahle considetation, ASSIGNOR hereby selly, asigns and transfers tn ASSIGNEE =
the fall and exclusive right, title and interest to 8214 invertion and all Letters Patent of the §
. United States to be obtained therefor on said application or sny continuation, division, reaewal, 25 ¢
- . substitate or reissue thereaf for the ful] term or terms for which the same may be grantsd. 8

-

ASSIGNOR also pssigns all of theif right, titie and interest in and #o sid fvention in .. . 3
, all foreign eountries, and sl applications for Letters Putent which may evolve therefrom, | - WE
. .induding&erigtnmdahlmmﬁcnalw;ﬁuﬁm i ,.
777 ASSIGNOR hexehy covenants that no assignment, shle, sgreement or eocombrance b u:,x
"-.beenmvn'uhemadeuumdmwmhwddmmawnhumwmme. : k

”'i

ASSIGNOR. further covenants that ASSIGNEE will, wpon ita reqoest, be provided --- ".-*x :
promptly with alf pertinent facts and documnents relating to szid applicatian, 3aid fovention md’ ‘
- "~ sxid Letters Patent ss may be known mnd sccessible to ASSIGNOR. snd ASSIGNOR will -
i . testify as  the same in any interference or Htigation related thereto and will promptly execrte.
" --znd deliver 1o ASRIGNEE or its legal repressstative spy snd all popert, jnstouments of .

13

P4

'.”éﬂéﬁi?-

%' -
J!,, 2

‘.
v
r'v=
4
.
-

.

"

|

;

-

F
.
*.

o &
.
'
«
Ty
.
.
.
TLte
.5
o
i
e
gt
w4
'l
W
Lo
e
.

4 o -3 F
el s affidavits required to epply for, obtrin, meintsin end enforce aeid appBcation, seid fnvention ,U_I'jl
*;" " :mdmdumsrnmwhchmbemadmnbkbuym&cmm: L 4
S0 pe_Wew 9, 1277 lﬁo« o
7 Din Friednich

Page ] of 2

, PATENT
REEL: 010648 FRAME: 0895



06/08/99 11:22 FAX 81627471¢1 _ LEGAL DEPT

JUN. 4. 1999 352PM
8/04/99 13

LEYDIG VOIT MAYER
170341510

NO. 2598

State of lllinois
County of Cooﬂ

1 hershy eunfy

foregoing
act op this

)

\.)a

-~

h

Mnmmedmhbefonme
was sealed
of

N Y A

g/

personalty appeared aod scknowledgnd that the -
mddcﬁvadb]hlmuhk&eemdwf: )

Ro12/018

otary Public

My commission expires:

/...’/4 1/4]

=4

",

4

N T AL

JUN 13 9y

il-‘-h

" PATENT 4k TREADEHARK

W,

AR
s

atie .
. -

&
| .

Page 20f2

Py v svhe

PATENT

RECORDED: 03/02/2000 REEL: 010648 FRAME

A3

WSyngrs M S
N RS

[} -. .~ Pyl
.3
A YA R

o 1BmSEoUEm

v, !
2

- .
ot ot
~p_
l_l','.}

L]

caod e

w

..
Covly

cl

{f

1 .'.. > o . 2%
. - s
ST e
. * IR
. vt L
- T, ! :ﬂ--"';
. se'te 2
ST
LR Wiz

1

o

RO

- -
.

: 0896



