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To the Honorable Commissioner of Patents and' Trademarks: Please record the attached original documents or cepy thereof.

1. Name of conveying party(ies): 2. Name and address of receiving party(ies)
Mario Acevedo, Hirokazu Goto, and ?%%ygffpr?”ation s cr
Brian Kim _ - itashinagawa orne
3 Yy Shinagawa-Ku

Additional name(s) of conveying party(es) attached? [ Yes [j No Tokyo, Japan

3. Nature of conveyance:

AND

K§ Assignment [ Merger

: Sony Electronics, Inc.
Security Agreement Ch fN . ’

- a9 "l Change of Name 1 Sony Drive

Ch Other Park Ridge, New Jersey
07656

Execution Date: June 13, 2002 Additional name(s) & address(es) attached? [} Yes [X§ No

4. Application number(s) or patent number(s):

A. Patent Application No.(s) B. Patent No.(s)

Additional numbers attached? [} Yes B No

5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence |6. Total number of applications and patents involved: [T}

concerning document should be mailed:
7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41).............. $40.00

Name:_ Steven L. Nichols, Esq.

[} Enclosed
Internal Address:

Iy Authorized to be charged to deposit account

8. Deposit account number:

Street Address: River Park Carpaorate Center One_
18-0013/40000-0043

10653 S. River Front Parkway, Ste. 150

. . (Attach duplicate copy of this page if paying by deposit account)
City: South Jordan State: UT Zip: 84095

DO NOT USE THIS SPACE

9. Statement and signature.

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoin
is a true copy of the original document.

Steven L. Nichols, Esq. February 27, 2003
Name of Person Signing Signature Date

information is trug and correct and any attached copy

Total number of pages including cover sheet, attachments, and documents: lE

Mail documents to be recorded with required cover sheet information to:
Commissioner of Patents & Trademarks, Box Assignments
Washington, D.C. 20231
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40000-0043 29/162,574

PATENT
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of:
Mario Acevedo et al.
Group Art Unit: 2900
Serial No.: 29/162,574
Examiner: MARTIN, Lazena
Filed: June 18, 2002
Atty. Dkt. No.: 40000-0043
For: APPLIANCE STAND

PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.47: FILING WHEN AN INVENTOR REFUSES TO SIGN
OR CANNOT BE REACHED

Commissioner for Patents
Washington, DC 20231

Sir:

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.47 (a), applicants hereby petition for filing when a joint
inventor cannot be reached. The pertinent facts relating to this petition are as follows.

1. There are three inventors of the above-identified patent application, Brian Kim, H.
Goto and Mario Acevedo. Mr. Kim and Mr. Goto have joined in the filing of the application,

2. The first named inventor, Mario Acevedo, cannot be reached after diligent effort.

3. Mr. Acevedo’s last known address is 3935 East Greenway Rd., Apt 117, Phoenix,
AZ 85032.

4. Mr. Acevedo’s last known telephone number is (602) 765-3284.

5. Sony Electronics, Inc. is the assignee of all rights, title and interest in the above-
identified application.

6. Mr. Acevedo was an employee of Sony Electronics Inc. at all times pertinent to

the conception of the present invention.
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40000-0043 29/162,574

7. Mr. Acevedo has a duty to assign the present application to Sony Electronics Inc.
as evidenced by the enclosed Employee Patent and Confidential Information Agreement signed
by Mr. Acevedo.

8. Numerous attempts to contact Mr. Acevedo were made by Attorney for
Applicants, Mr. Steven L. Nichols and Attorney for Applicants, Mr. Delos Larson.

9. Mr. Larson left at least one message on an answering machine at Mr. Acevedo’s
last known telephone number on or about each of August 8, 2001, August 15, 2001, August 31,
2001, September 18, 2001, October 1, 2001, October 2, 2001, and October 3, 2001 requesting
that Mr. Acevedo call Mr. Larson.

10. Mr. Larson sent a copy of the patent application to Mr. Acevedo on September
18, 2001, along with a letter of explanation (copy enclosed) and an assignment and declaration
for Mr. Acevedo’s execution.

11. Although Applicants’ representatives have previously contacted Mr. Acevedo
successfully at the address and phone number provided herein, no response regarding the above-
identified patent application has been received.

12. On October 4, 2001, Mr. Larson called Mr. Acevedo’s last known telephone
number, however, the telephone number had been disconnected.

13. As of October 4, 2001, there has been no response to the letter mailed September
18, 2001, nor any response to any of the numerous telephone messages left on the answering
machine at Mr. Acevedo’s last known telephone number.

14. Consequently, Applicants hereby petition for the right to proceed with the above-

identified application without presenting a declaration signed by Mr. Acevedo.
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40000-0043 29/162,574
15. Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct $130.00 from deposit account no.

18-0013/40000-0031, which is the required fee to accompany this petition under 37 CFR 1.17(h).

) 71/{//%) Date: February 27, 2003

arson
Reg No. 46, 11
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- [EMPLOYEE PATENT AND CONFIb'ENTIAL INFORMATION AGREEMENT - CALIFORNIA SONY
: AteVsDo ' MAL10 P A
Emglayee's Last Nama {Print or Type) First Namo

L4 =
. tnitial
{To be made aut ln duplicats. The original of the agresment should be carstully sig

ned, dated and withessad In Ink so thal clear imprints of the signatures appear on the carbon copy.
The original of the agreemeant shouid be placed in the employee's parsonnel folder; a copy should be given 10 the employee wh d th ’
TO: SONY ELECTRONICS ING. Y g PloYse Who signer the agreoment.)

In consideration of my employment or continued employment in any capaclt; with SON1Y {as herelnalter defined), the salary, or banelits pald f
such employmant, and the use of the faclliiss and sxparience ol SONY and the opportunity given by SONY to me to acq:rkye Confidi " e ey e e

@i formati nate:
1o the business of SONY, [ voluntarlly egree as follows: s on (a3 herel " clefinec) relating
1. For the purposes ol this Agreement, the following words shall have the foliowing meanings:
*SONY” shall mean Sony Electronics Inc. and its parent, the Sony Group, subsidlaries, divisions and alfliiates, or thelr succassors or prodecessors;

{b) *Confidentlal information® shall mean Information (1) disclosed 1o or known by the undersigned Emplayee as 8 consequance of or through his/her employment with SONY,
Including any infarmation imparted 1o SONY by third partias, (2) not generally known outside SONY, and {3) which relales 1o SONY's business. “Confidentia! I stormation® is
intended 1o include trade secrets and proprietary information;

lo} *Inventlans® shall maan any new or useful an, discovery, contribution, finding, or improvement whether or not patentatile, and all related know-how;

(d) "Copyright Works® shali maan materials for which copyright protection may be obtainad, including but not Renlted to: fiterary works, computer programs, arnistic works
(ncluding dasigns, graphs, drawings, biueprints and other works), recordings, phatographs, slides, motlon picluras, and audio-visual works; )

(8) “Mask Works" shall mean & serles of related Images, however fixed or encoded, having or representing a predsterminad, thres dimenslonal patiern af metaflic, Insulating or
semiconductor material p orye d from the layers of a semiconductor chlp product; and In which serles tha ralation of the images 1o one another is that aach Image
has tha pattern of the surface of one form of the semiconductor chip product and Is fixed in a semiconductor chip product.

(0 “Moral Rights® shall mean and Includa the following: The right of an suthor 1o ba known as the author of a work; to prevent others fom belng named as the author of tha
wark; to prevent others from falsely attributing to an author the authorshlp of work which he/she has not In fact written; to pravent others from making deforming changes In
an author's work; 1o withdraw a published work from distrbution if it no longer represents the views of the author; and to pravent others from Using the work of the author's
name In such a way as to reflect on hisfher prafessional standing.

2. lur 1d, ackr

and agree o disclose and assign 1o SONY, promptly and fully,

g al Inventions, ideas or other gestions (whether or not petentabla),
Information, all Copyrightable Works and ell Mask works, made or cancalvad by me (alone or jolntly with others) during the ::rlaod of my émpluymer:‘lr:wme SSNY v:-::lcﬂg %Tgml‘s_.

. correspond to the actual or anticipated business, research and devalopment or investigations of SONY which al the tima of conception are within the scope of my employmant, or
which relals or cotTespond 1o any other actual or anticlpeted businass, research and development or investigations of SONY which | become aware of as @ result of my smployment
:‘m SONY, kzgv:ladae of t‘::::: ‘Iﬂw;‘\;l:‘lYnoi c;rc:lnarllg ha\;s blg l‘or rt';{! -'mploym;nl \:mh SONYH & o {b) result direc\ly, or Indirectly, from, or ara suggested by, any work which | have

'ons or may far or on % or (c) are developad, tested, improved or investigated, either In part or enfirely. on Yme for
recelving the banefit ot any resources of SONY. ae P v or which 1 was pald by SONY or whils | waa using er
3. 1turther agrea ta executs at any time, during or attar my amployment, an assignment for each such lnventlon, Canfidertal Information. Copyrighi Work or Mask Work as SONY
may request and on stch forms as SONY may provide. | wil promptly and fully assist SONY during and subsequant to my employmant in svery lawful way, inciuding tha signing of
any and all lawlul papers, taking all lawiui oaths, and doing all lawful acts, indluding giving testimony, without relmbursemant other than my normal compsnsation as sn employes of
SONY, except for a reasonable payment for the time Involved In the event my employmant with SONY has tenminated, to obtain, secure and protsct for the benefit of SONY. at the
expense ol SONY, all patents, copyrights, mask warks of other praprletary rights far inventions, Copynght Works or Mask Works In any and all countries, regardless of whether §
personally balisve such rights ta ba protectable under law,
Notwithstanding the loregoing, SONY shall have no right or ownership In an Invention, and no assignmant to SONY In accordance with this paragraph 1s requirad, If it Is determine that
such Invention is: an invention for which no equipiment, supplies, facllity, or trada sacret Information of SONY was used and which was developed snirely on my own time, and {a)
which doas not relate (1) to the business of SONY or (2) to SONY'S actual or demonstrably anticlpated resaarch or davelopmam or (o) which does not result from any work periormed
by me for SONY. inno case does this sgreement apply 1o any Inventions which are the subjsct of Saction 2870 of the California Labor Code.
4a. Unless otherwise agreed ta in writing by SONY, original works of authorship fixed In any tanglble lorm, prepared by me alona or Jointly with others, within the scope of my
employment with SONY, shall be desmad a ‘work mada for hire* under the copyright laws of the Unitad States-and shall ba owned by SONY. | understand that any assignmant or

raleass of such works can only be tnada hy SONY. | wil do evarything reasonably necessary o ensble SONY or its nominee 1o protact Its Aghts In such works,
4b. With respect ta each and evary Gopyright'W,

‘ork which | am and will ba obligated ta assign to SONY hersunder and each and every "work made far hire®, | hereby walve any Moral
Rights which | may have thereln respect 1o Sony's uge{s) thersul, To tha extent that this walver Is invalid or unanfc lagres 10 at any time, during or afler my
employmsm with Sony, a watver of Moral Rights for aagh such Copysl,

1 Work and *wark mada for hire® as Sony may request and on such form(s) as Sony may provida.
§. 1 will kesp and maintain adequete and current written records of all Inventions, Confidentlal inforrnation, Copyright Worke and Mask Works In tha form of notes, sketches,

drawings, reparts or other documents ralating thereto, in both hard capy or electronic form, which records shall be and shali remain the exclusive property of SONY and shall at all
times be avallabls to SONY and promplly upon demand delivered to SONY.

6. lunderstand sll wiitings, records, and other documents and Hemns, either In hard copy or elactronic Torm, contalning any Inventions, Gonfidential Information, Gopyright Works or
Mask Works in my custody or possession shall be the exclusive praperty of SONY, and shall nat be copled and/or removed from the premises of SONY, except In pursult of the
buskness of SONY, and shall be delivered to SONY, without relaining any coplas, upon the termination of my employment or at any fims as requestad by SONY.

7. 1magies not to disclose any Gonfidential Informalion or proprietary information of SONY (Including, but not limited to: business plans, cusiomer Usts, drawings, computer pragrams
(in any form), acoounting methods, Inventorles, inventions, processes, technologloal Innovations and identlty of SONY employees end their areas of expertisa), Indluding Information
received In confidence by SONY trom athers, elther during or after my employment with SONY, except upon the priar wiitten consent of SONY. it s undetstood that such Canfidential
information and propristary Information of SONY Includes matters that | conceive or develop s well as matters 1 leam from other ampioyees of SONY. | will nol, except as SONY may
otharwise congent or direct In writing, reveal or disclusse, sall, use, lecture upon, ar publlsh any Confidential information or proprietary Inlormation of SONY, or authorize anyone else 10
dao these things, at any time, elther during or subsegquent to my amployment with SONY. This clause shall continue In full foroe and effect and survive alter termination of my
employment.

8. | agree that during tha periad of my employmant with SONY, | will not discloge to SONY or use In the course of my employment with SONY any trade secrels or other proprietary
Intarmation which | may have acquired because of employment with an amployer othar than SONY, whether such information Is In my memory or smbodied in a writing or other
physical farm.

a.

Lwill notity EONY In writing balore | make any disclosure or perform or cause to be performed any work for or on behalf of SONY which sppears to threaten or conflict with:
(1) rights { claim In sny Invention or idea, (&) conasived by me or others prior to my employment by

SONY, or (b) otherwise outside the scopa ol this Agreement, or

(2) rights ol others arising out of obligatians incurrad by ma, (a) prior to this Agreement, or (b) otherwise olitsida the scope of Lhis Agreament. -
In the evant of my fallure 1o glve notlce undar the circumstlances specified above, SONY may assumae that no confliciing Invention or Idea exists, and | agree that | will make no clalm
against SONY with respect to the use of any such invention or Idea In any work or the production of any work which 1 perform ot cause 10 be performed for of on behalf of SORY.
10. trecognize that Ideas, inventons, Confidential Intormation, Copyright Works or Mask Works relating 1o my activities while working for SONY and congelved or made by me, alone
or with othars, within one year atter termination of my employment may have been conocelved In significant part while emplayad by SONY. Accordingly, | agres that such \deas,
Inventions. Conlidental Intormation, Gopyright Warks or Mask Warks shall ba presumed to have been concelved during my employment with SONY and ara to be assigned to SONY
under tha tarms of this Agresment unlass and untl! | have cleatly eslablished the contrary by mppropriate documantation and support.
11. | giva assurance to SONY that | wili not knowingly. uniess | have obtainad prior written authotization from the U.S. Departrent of Cornmerce or am otharwise permitted by the
U.8. Depariment of Commerce Expart Regulations, re-export or atharwise disclose, diractly or indirectly, any technology or software recelved from Sony, nor allow the diract product
hareot to ba shipped directly or Indireclly, to any-of the countriss proseabed under Part 778.4 (e) and (f) of the U.S. Department ot Commerce Expont Hagulations.

12, If any provision of this Agreement Is declared vold or unenforceable or agalnst public policy, such provision shell bs deemed sevarable tfrom this Agreement and the balance of
his Agreement shali remaln In full force and etact.

13. Atthe and of this Agreament, | hava set torth what i represent and warrant o be a completa list ot all Inventions, it any, patentad or unpatented, Copyrlght Works or Mask Works
inciuding a briet descripon theraof (without revealing any canfidential or propristary information of any other party) which 1 made or concelved prior 1o my employment with SONY

and tor which { clalm ownarship or are In the physical passession of a formar employer and which are theralore excluded from the scope of this Agresment. I there are no such
exclusions trom this Agreemant, | have so indicatad by writing “NONE" below In my awn handwriting.

14, Atthe end of this Agreement, | have set forth what | represent end wartant to ba s complste list of agreements ar obligations 1o which | am presently & party which may be in
conflict with any obligations undertaken by this Agreamant. I there are no such agreements or obligations, | have Indicated so by writing "NONE" below In my own handwriting.
15. This Agresmant survivas my employment by SONY. it is not an employmant contract and is not in any way inlended Lo restrict my right or the vight of SONY to terminate the

employrment relationship at any time, This Is conalstent with the facl that each employee's employment with SONY Is based upon an "employment atl will® ralationship. In addition, this
Agreemaent 1s binding upon my helrs, executors, administrators or other lagal rep! Upon

po 1 of my employment with SONY, § shall, If requested by SONY, reaffirm
in writing my recagnition of the importance of maintaining the confidentlality of the Confidentlal information, SO

NY's proprietary Information and trade secrats and reatfirm all of the
obligations sat forth In this Agreement. “ . .
ISTH] B; This Agresmnent supersgdes, terminates and fthsrwlse randers nult and void any and all prior agresments or understandings entared Into with respect to the matters covered
] Berajnd ¢ ¢ GRoafs Lo Doy 3 .

Boac L D s
. 17. ThisAgfeement shall be crisirued and eplorcsd |
¢ ‘mand state courts Jocated In the State of Calllorntas -
% 18. lagreethat ks Agréerhent may not on behalf ofor |
T except by anlnstumaiit in witld

f—‘?b}l‘-'g‘l_'\ca with the laws of the Stats of Califomla. The parties hareby cunsent to and submit 1o the jurisdiction of the lederal

b in résp‘eﬁ to SONY ba changéd of modified, us released, dischargpd, abandaned, or.olherwise terminated, in whola or In pan,
isignatl by an"ofticer of pihbrivlse guthorized execuliva of SONY. . :

" sigied Sl SN\] - Digta ) ‘(‘ SEARENA s i day of NoVgr Beri? 19 97
HRIEERA 5 R LA N

" TEmpioyse’s Signawre - W - o M" ) - '-'. ) ployes's Social wiy Numb 252 49—?g2é
M 10918 Ml BMGo . S Teowe N bDlego, oA 9774
Auoet.lor Sony Eledm |né.lt;l;- . - n;ﬂ o ’ _

.18 . This Agreement becomas binding upon scceplance by Sony howsaver this
isp 1o aled in whole ¢r in part. inci g 80y 89reame 0 liga g
Y

Per Par h 13, the following Is a list of @i inventions, it any, patehted or unpatented, Copyright Woiks or Master Works, Including a brial dascription thereof (without revealing
confidential or propriety Information of any other party). Wrlta "NONE® below if there ere none * ) ’

.

a

Per Paragraph 14, the following are the only agreeman\s'or obligations to which | presently am a party which may be in confilct with the obligallons undertaken above. Wilte “N
there are none. . - ‘-

NENE” -
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) Withe, igneee = - Titw - T
i % ) ; MASTER PERSONNEL FILE - WHITE COPY EMPLREE EZ_ 94380Y FRAME: 0783




40000-0043
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In re Application of:

PATENT
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Mario Acevedo et al.

Serial No.: 29/162,574

Group Art Unit: 2900
Filed: June 18, 2002

e

- L

Examiner: MARTIN, Lazena ; E

H
Atty. Dkt. No.: 40000-0043 -

For: APPLIANCE STAND - ;

- Y»“‘f’ -~

Box Assignment - J

Commissioner for Patents

Washington, D.C. 20231

ASSIGNMENT TRANSMITTAL

Sir:

Applicant submits the following documents:

Recordation Cover sheet, 1 page;

Petition Under 37 CFR 1.47: Filing When an Inventor Refuses to Sign or Cannot
be Reached (3 pages);

Employee Patent and Confidential Information Agreement (1 page)

Fee Transmittal with a duplicate copy, 2 pages; and
Return Receipt Postcard.

Please charge the fee of $40.00 for the filing of the Employee Patent and Confidential

Information Agreement, and $130.00 for the filing of the Petition under 37 CFR 1.47 to our
Deposit Account 18-0013.
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40000-0043 29/162,574

If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including a fee
for any extension of time not accounted for above, please charge the fee to our Deposit Account
No. 18-0013.

Respectfully submitted,

DATE: 27 February 2003 »
Steven L. Nichols
Registration No. 40,326

Steven L. Nichols, Esq.

Managing Partner, Utah Office

Rader Fishman & Grauer PLLC

River Park Corporate Center One

10653 S. River Front Parkway, Suite 150
South Jordan, Utah 84095

(801) 572-8066
(801) 572-7666 (fax)

Certificate of Mailing
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail
in an envelope addressed to: Assignments, Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on the date below.

Signature: Cg’f//.] mb

U Brian J. Riddle

Date: _February 27, 2003
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