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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS MICHAEL J. MCDONALD and JONATHAN L. BASS, whose full post
office addresses are 137 Dowling Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6K 3A9, Canada and 39 Lee
Road, Audubon, Pennsylvania 19403, United States of America respectively, have

invented certain new and useful improvements in

A LUBRICATING METHOD FOR SILICATE DRILLING FLUIDS
as fully set forth and described in an application for Letters patent of the United States of
America, filed in the United States of America on the 21 day of December 2000, under
Serial No. 09/720.510;

AND WHEREAS NATIONAL SILICATES PARTNERSHIP, a corporation
incorporated under the laws of Ontario, Canada, having its place of business at 429 Kipling
Avenue, Etobicoke, Ontario M8Z 5C7, Canada, has acquired from the said MICHAEL J.
MCDONALD and JONATHAN L. BASS the whole right, title and interest for the United
States of America, Canada and all other countries in and to the said invention, application
and in and to its interest in any Letters Patent of any country, that may be obtained
therefor;

NOW THEREFORE, to all whom it may concern, be it known that for the sum of
One Dollar and other good and valuable consideration to each of them in hand paid, the
receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, MICHAEL J. MCDONALD and
JONATHAN L. BASS confirm that they have sold, assigned and transferred and by these
presents to hereby sell, assign and transfer to NATIONAL SILICATES PARTNERSHIP, its
successors and assigns, the whole right, title and interest for the United States of America,
Canada and all other countries, in and to the said invention as fully set forth and described
in the application above referred to, and in and to the said application and any Letters
Patent of any country that may be obtained therefor;
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' AND the said MICHAEL J. MCDONALD and JONATHAN L. BASS do hereby
covenant and agree for themselves, their heirs, executors and assigns to do all such things
and to execute without further consideration such further assurances, applications and
other instruments as may reasonably be required to obtain Letters Patent for the said
invention and for additions and modifications thereto in any and all countries, and vest title
thereto in NATIONAL SILICATES PARTNERSHIP, its successors, assigns and legal

representatives or nominees;

AND the Assignor and the Assignee grant to Townsend and Townsend and Crew
LLP the power to insert on this assignment any further indication which may be necessary
to comply with the requirements of the Patent Office for its recordal in respect of said
patent application.
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