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ASSIGNMENT
DOCKET NO. END-909

Serial No. 10/615,974

Filed July 9, 2003

WHEREAS, Frederick E. Shelton IV, a citizen of the United States, residing at 245 East Main
Street, Hillsboro 45133, County of Highland, and State of Ohio; Michael Earl Setser, a citizen of
the United States, residing at 2538 Flagstone Court, Burlington 41005, County of Boone, and
Commonwealth of Kentucky, and William Bruce Weisenburgh II, a citizen of the United States,
residing at 974 Airymeadows Drive, Maineville 45039, County of Warren, and State of Ohio,
(hereinafter referred to as “ASSIGNORS”), have made certain new and useful inventions or
discoveries relating to a SURGICAL STAPLING INSTRUMENT INCORPORATING A
TAPERED FIRING BAR FOR INCREASED FLEXIBILITY AROUND THE
ARTICULATION JOINT, for which they have this day executed an application for Letters
Patent of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Ethicon, Inc., a corporation formed under the laws of the State of Ohio, (hereinafter
referred to as “ASSIGNEE”), is desirous of acquiring Assignors’ entire right, title, and interest
therein:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN that for and in consideration of the sum of One Dollar
and other valuable considerations to them moving, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged,
Assignors have sold, assigned, and transferred, and do hereby sell, assign and transfer unto said
Assignee their entire right, title and interest in and to all said inventions and discoveries
disclosed in said application whose identification above by serial number and filing date, when
available is hereby authorized, and in and to said application, all substitutions, divisions, and
continuations thereof, and in and to all Letters Patent, United Stated and foreign, that may be
granted for said inventions and discoveries, and in and to all extensions, renewals, and reissues
thereof, the same to be held and enjoyed by said Assignees, its successors and assigns, as fully
and entirely as the same would have been held and enjoyed by Assignors if this Assignment and
sale had not been made;

And Assignors hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents of the United States to
issue said Letters Patent in accordance with this Assignment;

And for the consideration aforesaid, Assignors covenant and agree with said Assignee that he has
a full and unencumbered title to the inventions and discoveries above described and hereby
assigned, which title they warrant unto said Assignee, its successors and assigns;

And for the consideration aforesaid, Assignors further covenant and agree that they will,
whenever requested, but without cost to them promptly communicate to said Assignee or its
representatives any facts known to them relating to said inventions and discoveries, testify in any
interference or legal proceedings involving said inventions and discoveries, and execute any
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END-909

additional papers that may be necessary to enable said Assignee or its representatives,
successors, nominees, or assigns to secure full and complete protection for the said inventions
and discoveries or that may be necessary to vest in said Assignee the complete title to the said
inventions and discoveries and patents hereby conveyed and to enable it to record said title.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, Assignor has hereunto set his hand and seal this / é / day
of

Mﬁu} _Roo3

Frederick E. Shelton IV

STATE OF o Hf7o )
) ss:
COUNTY OF __fgns, Jro—~ )
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 2 ,2 Fr— day of M’A(J— >
Ao 3 , before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared Fresteryc £ £. Jk/ﬁ/\/,ﬁ

who I am satisfied is the person named in and who executed the foregoing instrument in my
presence, and I having first made known to him the contents thereof, he did acknowledge that he
signed, sealed, and delivered the same as his voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes

therein expressed.

WM‘;_
/ ﬂ Notary Public

KIMBERLY '
"NOTARY PUM%%I]%EA Ohii:lgg'gs
R RSION FXPIRES 09-23-06
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, Assignor has hereunto set his hand and seal this _/ f i day

ofwvw , UL

(L.S.) Q/%//Mm

Michael Earl Setser

STATE OF D AHo )
) ss:
COUNTY OF /74’7»71/75/ )

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this ﬁ day of dﬂm@/ :
o 03 , before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared M/GM £ . Set <

who I am satisfied is the person named in and who executed the foregoing instrument in my

presence, and I having first made known to him the contents thereof, he did acknowledge that he

signed, sealed, and delivered the same as his voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes

M@WWM

A MOSE:
NOTARY Puauc STATE OF grsuos
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 09-23-06

therein expressed.
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of ﬂﬂﬂg

(L.S) WW

William Bruce Weiseftburgh II

IN TES;:I: IMONY WHEREOF, Assignor has hereunto set his hand and seal this Z/ ! day

STATE OF COH 1O )
) ss:
COUNTY OF ___ AAM L ToN )

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this /00 # day of M&w
_jﬂ:g , before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared M// vam B . Mﬁtﬂd{{?éf

who I am satisfied is the person named in and who executed the foregoing instrument in my

presence, and I having first made known to him the contents thereof, he did acknowledge that he

signed, sealed, and delivered the same as his voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes

%MMW

CamiseRry Rttt sa Moses

NOTARY PUBLIC, SWE OF OHIO
PAV PR RS 09-23-06

therein expressed.
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