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Attorney Docket No. NETS0082

ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS, We, MARTIN L. GRONBERG AND C. WADE CHAMBERS, hereinafter referred to as
"ASSIGNORS", have invented certain new and useful improvements, as described and set forth in the
below-identified application for United States Letters Patent:

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR COMMERCE ITEM INFORMATION

HOMOGENIZATION IN ELECTRONIC COMMERCE SYSTEM

Filing Date: _ December 6, 2001 Serial No. ___10/008,772

WHEREAS, America Online, Inc., having its principal place of business at 22000 AOL Way, Dulles,
Virginia 20166 hereinafter referred to as "ASSIGNEE", is desirous of acquiring the entire right, title, and
interest in the said invention and application and in any Letters Patent which may be granted with regard
to the same;

NOW, THEREFORE, TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: Be it known that, for One Dollar ($1.00) and
other good and valuable consideration, ASSIGNORS have sold, assigned, and transferred, and by these
presents does sell, assign, and transfer unto the said ASSIGNEE, and ASSIGNEE'S successors and
assigns, all right, title, and interest in and to said invention, said application for United States Letters
Patent and any Letters Patent which may be hereafter granted on the same in the United States and all
countries throughout the world, including any divisions, renewals, continuations in whole or part,
substitutions, conversions, reissues, revivals, prolongation, or extensions thereof, said interest to be held
and enjoyed by said ASSIGNEE as fully and exclusively as it would have been held and enjoyed by said
ASSIGNORS had this assignment and transfer not been made, for all time.

ASSIGNORS further agree that they will, without charge to said ASSIGNEE, but at ASSIGNEE'S expense,
cooperate with ASSIGNEE in the prosecution of said application and/or applications, execute, verify,
acknowledge, and deliver all such further papers, including applications for Letters Patent and for the
reissue thereof, and instruments of assignment and transfer thereof, and will perform such other acts as
ASSIGNEE may lawfully request, to obtain or maintain Letters Patent for said invention and improvement
in any and all countries, and to vest title thereto in said ASSIGNEE, or ASSIGNEE'S successors and
assigns.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, ASSIGNORS have hereunto signed their names to the assignment on the
date indicated below.

M@ﬁv 7 Dec 2@0|
MARTIN L. GRONBERG DATE

C. WADE CHAMBERS DATE
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Intemational application No.

PCT/US02/39038

Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of the first sheet)

The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign between parentheses (PCT Rule 8. 1(d)).
NEW ABSTRACT

A system for use in an online merchant system which includes a system for homogenizing (62) the format of received commerce
item information from at lest two distinct online entities (3), an aggregate database (32) for storing the homogenized commerce
item information, and a user interface (69) that accesses the aggregate database (62) for query and retrieval of competitive
commerce itern information from the online entities (3) and displays it within a user's Web browser window. The system
comprises a method and apparatus for associating a commerce item information tag (52) with each separate unit of commerce item
information (33) that is received to the online merchant system, the commerce item information tag (52) enabling recording and
reporting commerce metrics related to the commercial activity of a commerce item for sale through the online merchant system.

o

Form PCT/ISA/210 (contimation of first sheet(2)) (July 1998)

PATENT
REEL: 014828 FRAME: 0596



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.

PCT/US02/39038
A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
IPC(7) GOGF 17/60
UsCL 705/26, 27

According to Interpational Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)
U.S. : 705/26, 27

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

.| US 6,014,644 A (ERICKSON) 11 January 2000.

Category * Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
A -1 US 6,292,894 Bl (CHIPMAN et al.) 18 September 2001.
A -] US 4,992,940 A (DWORKIN) 12 February 1991,
A ~ } US 5,283,731 A (LALONDE et al.) 01 February 1294.
A

[:] Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

L]

See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents:

“A” documecnt defining the gencral state of the art which is not considered to be
of particular relevance

“E” carlier application or patent published on or after the intemational filing date
“L™ document which may throw doubts an priority claim(s) or which is cited to

blish the publication date of her citation or other special reason (as
specified)

“0O™ document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

“P”  document published prior to the intemational filing date but later than the
priority date claimed

“T" later documeant published after the intemnational filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the
principle or theory underlying the inveation

“X» document of particular relevance; the claimed mvention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be cansidered to involve an inventive step
when the document is taken alone

“Y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step whea the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&” document member of the same patent family

Date of the actnal completion of the international search

08 July 2003 (08.07.2003)

Date of mailing of the internatiopal search report

15 . JUL 2003

Name and mailing address of the ISA/US

Commissianer of Patents and Trademarks
Box PCT
Washington, D.C. 20231

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230

Richard Chilcot

Autborized officer 41/

Telephone No. (703) 308111

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998)
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/1SA/220

These Notes are intended (0 g ve the basic instrucuons conacruung e filing of amencments under Asticle 19. The
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperauon Treaty sad of the Regulstions sad the Admisistatve
Instructions under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes sad those requiremcats, the latier ace applicable.
For more detiled informauon, sce aisa the PCT Apgircant’'s Guide, o publication of WIPO.

{a these Notes, “Article™, “Rule” sad ~Section™ refer 1o the provisioas of the PCT, the PCT Regulstions and the PCT
Administretive lastructions, respectively.

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 1?

since sll pars
dencription and dawiags, be amcnded during the inicrmstiona! prefimsnary examsinstion peoceduse, theee is wsusall
nudnﬂc-nhﬂ) the claims wader Asticle 19 exoept where, ¢.g. the wents e latter io be 3
h&mdy«“pﬂd&ahmmfaaﬁ& before imtemations! ication.
Ferthermore, & should be emphasioed thet peavisional protoction is avai in some States caly.

What perts of the laternational spplication may be amended 1
The dalms only.

gdu?.?oamﬂhednmmymlthwwpdmmm
pact .

Whea ? Within 2 manthe fsom the dote of ranamittul of Gc intcrnationsl scasch sepast or 16 mouths from the priovity
date, whichever time Kanit cxpires lster. k should be aoted, however, Gt the smandmants will b, comsidered

- betm reccived ca Sme i hey orc mocived by the Imeenationsl Buseen afice this expication of the
*md-:hh' bt befose the compietion of the tochmics] pecpasstions for intexsational publiostion

Where set (o file the amendasents ?

The asendments may oaly be filed with the latemational Bureau and Bot with the receiviag Ofioe or the
{asernations] Scarching Authority (Rule 46.2).

Where 2 demand foc interoations! prelinioary examination bas boen/is Gled, sce below.

How?! Eitherby ing one or more cutite claims, by adding one of taoee acw claims or by amending the text of
cae or mare of the claims as Gled.

AM““&MM“M«M“M«@&-M«
scadments, &iffens from the shect originally filed.

All he claims appearing oo & replacement shoct must be numbered in Ansbic sumersis. Where ¢ claim s
aaacelied, 80 reumbering

a0 ing of the other claims is required. In ail cases where claims s re renumbered, they must
be reoumbered coasecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)).

What documents mest/may eccompaay the amendments ?

Letter (Sectioa 205(b)):

The amendments must be submitied with a etier.

Tye letter will oot be published with the intcrustional ipplicaton and the amended daims. {t should not be
coafounded with the ~Statenent under Arucle 19(1)” {(12e beiaw, under “Sttoment under Article 19(1)7).

The letier must indicate the differences between the claums as filed and the deims as amendec. U must, ia
perticaiar, indicate, in coanection with each clam sppeanag inthe intermationx! sppl ication (it being uadersood
that Kdenaaal indications cooceruing sevensl cauns may be grouped), whether

(1) the ddaim 13 unchanged:
() he daim 13 cancelied;
(14} the daum s new;

(1v) e claun replaces one O MSrT Gairns ag liled:
(v) the daum s e resuit of e divisioe of & claun as liled.

Notexr © Form PCTASA220 ((iest aboet) (July 1992)
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NOTES TO FORNM PCT/ISA/220 (coatinued)

e e The (ollowiag examples llustrate the msspner ln which smcadmeats must be explained la the
. accompanyiag letters

1. [Where originally there were 48 claims ead sficr amendment of some claims there are S1):
“Qaums 110 29, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37 © 48 replsced by smended claims beariag the same aumbers;
claums 30, 33 end 36 uachanged; aew claims 49 to S1 added.”

2. [Where ongunally there were 15 clauns and after amendment of all claims there ace 1 H
“Qaims1 t to 15 replaced by amended clsims L w 11.”

3 [\Vbacui;liullytbenwcu 14 claims aod the smendments consistin cancelling some claims sod in sddiag
acw claims):
“Claims 1 10 6 s0d 14 unchaaged; claims 7 0 13 cancclied; new claims 15, 16 aad 17 sdded.” or
“Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; acw claims 15, 16 and 17 sdded; all other clsims uachanged.”

« : -d.n-:d.dlml ‘3 lnﬁ 9 caocelled; claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced

ims 1-10 ; clad 1w b1 1 : claimes 14, smended

cleim 14; cleim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; nev'dlimn-adnt‘zad.'

“Statement wader Article 19(1)" (Raule 46.4)

The ameadments may be scoompanied by & statement sining the amendments aad indicating an impect
m!n-i‘.’(wﬁwwuwmummﬁmm(wumum&m
The statement will be published with the interastional application and the smendod claims.

The statcmncat should be brict, it should aot exoced 500 wards if in English oc if iunsleted into English.:
It should a0t be confounded with and does aat replace the letier indé e Jifierences betwoen the claims
as filed and a3 amondod. k must be Glod on & scpamate shoet and munt be idcatiGed as such by & beading,
prefersbly by wing th- wonds “Sutcmaent ¥nder Article 19(1). -

1 should ot contain sary jag commeats on the internationsl search report or the relevencs of citstioas
oontained im thet vepart. 10 citstions, relevant 10 & given claim, conteined in the intemational search
repos may be made oaly ia coanection with en emendment of that claim.

{s what lsaguage ?
The amendments must be made in the language in which the internations| spplication is published. The letier
end any statement s ywuig the amendments must be ia the same g< os the intcrastional application
i(’ﬂuth(ugeis&d:g' or French; otherwise, it must be in Eaglith or Freach, at the choice of the spplicant.

Coasequence i a demand {or (aternstional preliminary examination has alresdy boen filed ?

1L, st the time of filing say smcadments uader Articie w..wra‘nmdqnlghhuym
bas already boen submitied, the spplicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendments with the
Ioteratiooal Bureaw, abso file s copy of such ameadments with the International Prelimivary Examining
Authority (see Rule 62.2(a), [irxt scatence).

Coasequence with regard o trassiation of the mteruations! sppliicatioa for catry into the aational phase ?

The appl. ant's atiention &8 drawn (0 the fact that, where upon entry il the tatoaal phase, s translatioa of the
claims as amended under Arucle 19 may bave W be furnushed (o the designatod/elected Offices, instead of, or
1a sdditioq (o, the trunslaton of the claims as {iled

For further details on he requirements af axch dexi gnated/elected Office, tec Volume [ of the PCT Applicaat's
Guide.

Notes 1o Form PCTASA/220 (socood thoct) (July 1992)
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