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ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS, we, Dieter Oesterhelt, Norbert Hampp and Matthias Pfeiffer
(hereinafter referred to as ASSIGNORS), having mailing addresses of Werdenfelsstrasse 17,
81377 Minchen, Germany; Schillerstrasse 19, 35287 Amoneburg-Rossdorf, Germany;
Deutschhausstrasse 46, 35037 Marburg, Germany, are the named joint inventors of an invention
entitled “PROTON-TRANSLOCATING RETINAL PROTEIN,” as described and claimed in the
specification for which an application for United States letters patent was filed on January 27,
2002, and assigned Application No. 10/343,318. This application is a national stage application
filed under 35 U.S.C. 371 of International Application No. PCT/EP01/08715, filed July 27, 2001, '
which application claims priority to German Patent Application No. 100 36 745.3, filed
July 27, 2000 and German Patent Application No. 100 48 383.6, filed September 29, 2000;

WHEREAS, Max-Planck-Gesellschaft Zur Forderung der Wissenschaften E.V.
(hereinafter referred to as ASSIGNEE), having a usual place of business at Generalverwaltung,
Hofgartenstrasse 8, 80539 Miinchen, Germany, is desirous of acquiring from ASSIGNORS their
entire right, title and interest in and to the invention and in and to any letters patent that may be
granted therefor in the United States and in any and all foreign countries;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exchange for good and valuable consideration, the
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ASSIGNOR hereby sells, assigns and transfers unto
said ASSIGNEE the entire right, title and interest in and to said invention, said application and
any and all letters patent which may be granted for said invention in the United States of
America and its territorial possessions, and in any and all divisions, reissues and continuations
thereof, said invention, application and all letters patent on said invention to be held and enjoyed
by ASSIGNEE and its successors and assigns as fully and entircly as the same would have been
held and enjoyed by ASSIGNOR had this assignment, transfer and sale not been made.
ASSIGNOR hereby authorizes and requests the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to
issue all letters patent on said invention to ASSIGNEE. ASSIGNOR agrees to execute all
instruments and documents required for the making and prosecution of applications for United
States letters patent on said invention, for litigation regarding letters patent, or for the purpose of
protecting title to said invention or letters patent therefor.

PATENT
REEL: 014875 FRAME: 0626



U.S. Application No. 10/343,318

ZP. & 02 ()/Q(, (P
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I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Dieter Oesterhelt is the
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person who appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he signed this instrument
and acknowledged it to be his free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes mentioned in the

instrument.
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I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Norbert Hampp is the
person who appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he signed this instrument
and acknowledged it to be his free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes mentioned in the
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Signature (o] /
Notary Public
Printed Name /&
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I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Matthias Pfeiffer is the
person who appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he signed this instrument
and acknowledged it to be his free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes mentioned in the

instrument.
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Signature o /
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Printed Name —~—

Appointment expires \
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