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Grillo-Werke AG/ Grillo Chemie GmbH
Right to commetcial inventions — Patent filing

To whom it tay concern!

We have been asked by Grillo-Werke AG to give a brief written opinion upon the legal situation in regard to
the rights concerning emplovee’s lnventions in connection with filing of patents.

The right to employee’s inventions is codified in the “Gesetz {iber Arheitnehmererfindungen {ArbnksfG)”,
Code of law regarding employee’s invendons, a federal law in Germany. According to § 13 ArboErtG the
employer is solely entided to file patents in Germany regarding employece’s toventions, if the invention has
been made at the workplace, Employee's assistance or signatute are not necessary. The same applies
according to § 14 Arbu¥ifG for the filing of patents abroad. The employee has no own right file such patent
unless the invention has been released to hit by the emplover in written form (§ 8 ArbnErf(s).

These rules are unalienable right ( § 22 ArbnEefG), so no deviation in favor of employee is permitted.

In the particular case of US patent filing 15/036215 the vanderlying invention had been made by several
employees of Grillo Chemie GmbH a folly-owned subsidiary of Grillo-Werke AG. One of these employees
amongst others was Mr. A. Richards, who at that dime wotked as counselor for this project. Thus he falls
under the rales of the ArbnBrfG. Since a release of the invendon has not been made, the sole proprietor of
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this invention is Grillo Chemie GmbH. In consequence it is the sole right of Grillo Chemie GmbH to file any
patent regarding this invention at their discretion. Assistance of My, A. Richards to do so is not reguired.

In the light of these circumstances Mr. A. Richards patticipation by signature in said patent filing would be
obsolete according to German Law, since the sole right to file the patent lies with Grillo Chemie GmbEH.

In additon Mr. A. Richards is bound by contractual stipulations. Part of the former contractual connection
between Mr. A. Richards and Grillo-Werke AG had been a License Agreement. In this Agreement the parties
stipulated in “§ 4 Furure Expertise” that Rights on new inventions will be held within NewColnow Grillo Chetnie
GmbH] er METHION [now Mr. A. Richards| depending on the Inventor(s), When the Inventor(s) reside within Newo,
the Intellectnal Praperty will reside within NewCo. Since all steps of the invention were made within Grillo Chernie
GmbH and by people working for this company, the tghts on this invention lie with Grillo Chemie GrabH
only. Hence participation by Mr. A. Richards in the filing is not requited.

In case further explanation or presentation of documents is tequested please do not hesitate to contact us.
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