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Recorder of deeds

Recorder of deeds or Deeds registry is a government office tasked with maintaining public records

yte ownership that provide persons other than

Portrait of Frederick Douglass inthe DO

Recorder of Deeds Bullding. Fraderick

Dougiass wa der of deeds

for the U
Background

The offices with similar duties (varying by jurisdiction

r general, register of deeds,

registrar of deeds, registrar of tities. The office of such an official may be referred to as the deeds
registry or deeds office. In the United States, the recorder of deeds is often an elected county office
and is called the county recorder. in some U.S. states, the functions of a recorder of deeds are a

responsibility of the county clerk {or the county's clerk of

1), and the official may be called a
clerk-recorder or recorder-clerk.

The recorder of deeds provides a single location in which records of real property rights are
recorded and may be researched by interested parties. The record of deeds often maintains

documents regularly recorded by the recorder of deeds, including deeds, mar

ns, raleases and plats, among others. To allow full access to deeds recorded throughout the office

history, several indexes may be maintained, which include grantor-grantes indexes, tract indexes

'S

and piat maps. Storage methods to record registry entries include paper, microform, and computer.
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The principles of statutory, case, and common law are given effect by the recorder of deeds, insofar
as it relates to vested ownership in land and other real rights. Because astate in land can be held in
so many complex ways, a single deeds registry provides some clarity, even though it cannot
"guarantee” those real property rights.

The legal certainty provided by a title deed issued under the registration of the recorder of deeds is
of great significance to all parties who hold, or wish to acquire rights in real property. Certainty of
title is the basis for the investment of massive amounts of money in real estate development for
residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural use each year. This is why the meticulous
recording of registration information by the recorder of deeds is so important.

Each document recorded against title to real estate can be examined and the portion of the bundie

of rights that it includes can be determined. These records can assist interested parties in

researching the history of land and the ¢hain of title for any property and purpose.

Philippines: Registry of Deeds

The Registry of Deeds exists in almost all cities and municipalities in the Philippines and it has a
primary duty of registering and keeping all documents pertaining to transfer of real property and

issuance of certificates of land title, whether original, transfer or condominium as well as chatial

mortgage papers. The said agency is under the supervision of the Land Regt
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South Africa: Deeds Registry

The South African system of deeds registry is unique in that it is associated with tenure security.
When conveyancers transfer title, they are expected to follow rigid procedures which involve
ensuring the title and the property comply with all the relevant legislation and regulations, leading
to a high degree of certainty and accuracy. Recent concerns about the standard of legal education
in South Africa, however, has raised concerns about whether this is still the case.'!! The South African
Registrar of Deeds is responsible for the national system of deeds offices which, through a juristic

foundation and long-standing practices and procedures, has the effect of “guaranteeing” title !

The Deeds Registries Act and Sectional Titles Act are applied to reqgulate the deeds registry system,
and form the foundation of land registration in South Africa.

United States: Recorders of Deeds
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in the U.S,, most recorders of deeds are elected officials who serve the area of a county or

equivalent jurisdiction.

in some states, the recorder of deeds may also act as a pubEEc posting place for documents that are

not darectiy related to estates in land, such as corporate charters, military d

“ommearcial Code records, appiscat;ons for marriage licenses, and judgments.

Other U.S. states maintain their deeds under comman &

v, typically, they are filed in chronological

order with a grantor/grantee index.

Recorders/registers of deeds who became prominent in
politics

District of Columbia

& Siman Wolf: Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia, 1869-1878.

& George A. Sheridan: Recorder for the District of Columbia. 1878.

s: Recorder of Deeds for the District of C ia, May, 1881-August, 18865

ss: Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbis, August 1886-March,

mbia, March, 1887-February 18905
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e John F. Costello: Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia. 1916.

e Arthur G. Froe: Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia. 1922.
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e Jefferson S. Coage: Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia. 1930
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Department of Land Affairs' official website for the supply of deeds
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